THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

from Nawanagar. The Khawas, however, became cog-
nizant of her designs, and induced her to return to
Nawanagar, little thinking that the whole of her schemes
were known. On the same day on which she returned
to Nawanagar she was murdered by Chand Ghori, a
servant of Meraman, and by her death the principal
influence against which Meraman had had to contend was
removed.

We have already seen in the foregoing chapter how in
A.D. 1774 Meraman invited Dewan Amarji of Junagadh
to co-operate with him in an attack on Positra, and of
the successful result of the expedition; and also of the
Bethali affair in A.D. 1778, when Meraman quarrelled
with Rana Sultanji over the building of the fort near the
Nawanagar border. On this latter occasion, as soon as
the terms of peace had been drawn up and signed, Meraman
invited Amarji to an entertainment at Khambhalia with
the intention of poisoning him. But Amarji learnt of
his danger and excused himself from attending. In
A.D. 1783 Meraman joined the conspiracy against Amarji,
and was beaten by him at Panchpipla, near Jetpur, after
which he sought and obtained peace, and the combined
armies of Nawanagar and Junagadh ravaged the lands
of the Jethwas. These terms of friendship with Junagadh
were maintained until Amarji was murdered in A.D. 1784,
when Meraman gave succour to members of the Dewan's
family who fled to escape persecution in Junagadh.
Meraman now saw he must make Nawanagar more secure
from attack, and in A.D. 1788 he strengthened it by
building a fort of white stone, which contained five gates,
twenty-three towers, and eight posterns.

Four years later, in A.D. 1792, Meraman felt his power
to be sufficiently consolidated for him to undertake an
expedition on a large scale, and marched with an army
against the Kathis. Without much difficulty he suc-
ceeded in capturing most of their principal towns, and
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